
 

 

The Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association 

Newark, Ohio 
November 3-5,  2017 

You can register for the conference online at www.owra.org/events 
Online registration opens September 15th  

 

Twenty-seven hours of  presentations 

Six pre-conference workshops 

Banquet featuring: Harry Peachey,                        
 Conservation Messaging 

Raffle and Silent Auction 

Group meals with the opportunity to chat and 
network with other rehabilitators 



 

 

All pre-conference workshops will take place on Friday, November 3.  Separate registration is required. 

Priority registration granted to OWRA members until September 30th 
Lunch is provided to full-day workshops.  Those registered for half-day workshops, but are interested in lunch, will need to register separately.   

 Introduction to Wildlife Rehabilitation  (9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)  
This class covers wildlife rehabilitation regulations in Ohio, handling wildlife calls, neonatal care of orphaned wildlife, zoonotic dis-
eases, stabilization, and transportation of Category 1 species (tree squirrels, ground squirrels, and Eastern cottontail rabbits).  This 
class, or an equivalent, is required by the Ohio Division of Wildlife to apply for a Category 1 Rehabilitation Permit.  Registration fee 
includes manual, handouts, certificate of completion, and lunch.  Instructor: Kristen Beck 

 Rabies Vector Species (RVS)/Handling Restraint Training (9:00 a.m.. – 5:00 p.m.) 

This training covers current regulations, status of rabies in Ohio, special considerations in RVS rehabilitation, capture and restraint, 
exposure protocol, testing and species information and health considerations of raccoons, skunks, foxes, and bats.  This workshop, or 
equivalent, is required by Ohio Division of Wildlife in order to accept rabies vector species for rehabilitation.  Registration fee in-
cludes manual, handouts, certificate of completion, and lunch.  This workshop has been approved for CE Credit by the OMVLB.   
Instructor : Barbara Ray & Judith Vaughn, CET 

 Microscopy Basics: A Lot of Information From a Little Bitty Sample (8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) 
This workshop covers microscopy basics: equipment capabilities and set-up, how to tune your scope to get the best images and infor-
mation possible, basic care.  Blood smears: blood sampling and techniques for preparing slides, blood cell ID, differential counts, 
recognizing hemoparasites and artifacts. Fecals: techniques for preparation; flotation and direct smears, ID of common fecal para-
sites. External parasites: techniques for sampling and preparing slides, ID of common external parasites. Hands on practice with mi-
croscopes and blood smears from various species (preparation of smears, staining and evaluating).  Powerpoint images for parasite 
ID rather than physical slides  Registration fee includes handouts and certificate of completion.  This workshop has been approved 
for CE Credit by the OMVLB.   
Instructor: Dr. Kim Cook, DVM, Akron Zoo & Dr. Lynn Dunlap, DVM, North Ridge Veterinary Hospital 

 Project Learning Tree (9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) 
Project Learning Tree - Ohio is a comprehensive environmental education program that strives to deliver all aspects of the award-
winning international Project Learning Tree (PTL) program.  PLT helps educators with balanced, non-biased learning experiences 
for early childhood through 12th grade that encompass the total environment -- land, air, water, plants, and animals -- including hu-
mans. PLT activities are correlated to state and national education standards. PLT uses the forest as a "window" into the natural 
world, helping young people gain an awareness and knowledge of the world around them, as well as their place within it. PLT works 
in the city or the country, indoors or out-of-doors, whether there is a single tree or a forest.  Registration fee includes handouts and 
certificate of completion. Instructor: Sue Wintering, Division of Forestry 

 Advanced Skills Workshop: Fluid Therapy (1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 
This workshop will cover the when, what, why and how of fluid therapy in avian, mammal and reptile species.  When to consider 
fluid therapy, how to assess dehydration, what type of fluids to use, what route of administration to choose, what type of equipment 
you’ll need and how to use it, restraint and administration sites, hands on practice. Registration fee includes handouts and certificate 
of completion.  This workshop has been approved for CE Credit by the OMVLB. 
Instructor: Dr. Kim Cook, DVM, Akron Zoo & Dr. Lynn Dunlap, DVM, North Ridge Veterinary Hospital 

 Animal Behavior & Training Workshop (1:00 pm. – 5:00 p.m.) 
We are thrilled to have nationally known animal behavior expert, Lara Joseph joining us for this 4-hr workshop that will cover and 
explain the use of Applied Behavior Analysis and positive reinforcement training with animals. Details explaining why behavior 
issues exist, where to begin training, behavior modification techniques and plans, and many videos showing the training of animals.  
Animals may also be attending this workshop to give live demonstrations.  Registration fee includes handouts and certificate of com-
pletion. Instructor: Lara Joseph, Animal Behavior Center  

With twenty-seven concurrent presentations to choose from this conference program offers something for everyone!  Topics include 
a variety of  animal care and administrative topics for you to build a conference that is best for YOU!  All of the conference will be 
approved for continuing education credit by the Ohio Veterinary Medical Licensing Board. 

Icebreaker Reception on Friday evening will feature light hors d’oeuvres, drinks and fun activities to get the weekend started.  

Kicking off our conference will be our Keynote Speaker, Dale Gnidovec.  Dale’s main interest is paleontology, with a special inter-
est in dinosaurs.  He has spent parts of the last 13 summers with crews from the Cincinnati Museum Center searching for and dig-
ging dinosaurs in Montana.  Dale’s main job at the Orton Museum is taking care of over 54,000 rocks, minerals and fossils and giv-
ing guided tours.  Dale will be speaking to us about, “Teeth, Jaws and Claws: Why are Birds Really Carnivorous Dinosaurs.”   

The Annual Banquet will feature great food, cash bar, and lots of socializing and fun.  Our guest speaker will be Harry Peachey, 
Owner-Operator of Conservation Messaging  and former Curator of Mainland Asia and Elephant Manager of Columbus Zoo & 
Aquarium.  Harry will deliver a presentation that focused on the illegal wildlife trade, in particular the global trade and it's impact on 
wild populations of elephants, rhinos, tigers and pangolins.  

The annual raffle and silent auction will take place during the evening.  A Banquet Only option is available for those that are 
unable to attend the conference. 

Pre-Conference Workshops 

Conference Summary 



 

 

 
Betty Ross, Glen Helen Raptor Center 

• Past to Present 
 
Bob Bills 

• Value of Rehab 

Gail Laux, Ohio Bird Sanctuary 

• Raptor Conditioning 

• Organizational Development Roundtable  
 
Laura Jordan, Medina Raptor Center 

• Organizational Development Roundtable 
 
Tammy O’ Neil, Lake Metroparks 

• Animal Enrichment 

Kate Parsons & Melissa Mosier, Ohio Division of  Wildlife 

• Permits and Regulations Q & A 
 
Manon VanSchoyck, Ohio Nature Education 

• Creating Informative and Entertaining Programs 
 

Lara Joseph, Animal Behavior Center  

• Understanding Behavior 

• Identifying Reinforcers & Reinforcement 

Hiram Students 

• Case Studies   

Tim Jasinski, Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 

• Reuniting and Fostering 

Jim Metzinger,  Hiram College & Cy Vierstra, Union Ridge  
Wildlife Center 

• Tools/Equipment Roundtable 
 
Becky Crow & Molly Simonis, Brukner Nature Center 

• WNS Winter Care Considerations  
 
Matt Schumar, Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative 

• Ohio Lights Out!  
 
Kristen Beck, Clover Field Wildlife Care 

• Neonate Formula Composition 

Scheduled Speakers and Presentations 
Speakers and topics subject to change 

This year’s conference will be held at the Cherry Valley Lodge in 
Newark, OH.  This pet-friendly hotel offers spacious rooms with all the 
amenities, heated indoor pool, a fitness center, free WiFi, and business 
center. 

 

Hotel reservations can be made by calling 740-788-1200.  Conference 
attendees will receive a discounted room rate of $99 if reservations 
are made prior to October 20, 2017.  Please reference the group 
“OWRA" when making reservations.   

 

Additional hotel details and driving directions can be found at 
www.cherryvalleylodge.com  

Raffle tickets, for the many nice items donated by our members and exhibitors, will be on sale until the final 
drawing at the banquet on Saturday night.  There will also be a silent auction for select items.   

Proceeds from the raffle will be used to provide educational grants for Ohio rehabilitators.  
 Don’t forget to bring along a raffle item! 

Cherry Valley Lodge           
   2299 Cherry Valley Road                         

 Newark, OH 43055 
(740)-788-1200 

Featured Veterinarians 
Dr. Kimberly Cook, DVM, Akron Zoo 

Dr. Lynn Dunlap, DVM, North Ridge Veterinary Hospital  
Dr. Sarah Reich, DVM, University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine 

Dr. Gary Riggs, DVM,  North Coast Bird & Exotic Specialty Hospital  

Visit www.owra.org/2017-Speaker-Presentation for a full list of conference speakers and topics 

http://www.cherryvalleylodge.com
http://www.owra.org/2017-Speaker-Presentaions


 

 

A limited number of grants are available to help pay conference registration fees and hotel accommodations for 
those in need.  These grants are available to members as well as non-members.  For more information on grants & 
policies, please go to www.owra.org/grants.  The deadline for conference grant applications is September 15, 
2017.  For questions regarding OWRA grants, email grants@owra.org.  If you do not have access to the internet, 
please call Laura Collins at 440-725-0854 to request a grant application be sent to you. 

Grants and Funding 

OWRA is an organization with a mission built on communication and networking, while providing each of us with a number of 
resources to reach our goals.  The OWRA Board of Trustees will award one OWRA member with the Betty Ross Education 
Scholarship annually.  As one of the original leaders, visionaries, and founders of OWRA, Betty Ross has dedicated her life to 
building the professionalism that is expected by all wildlife rehabilitators and educators in Ohio.   In 250 words or less, tell us how 
your work as a wildlife rehabilitator, educator or volunteer will help carry on the ideals on which the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators 
Association was established.  Funding will include: OWRA Conference registration fee, one pre-conference workshop fee, hotel 
accommodations, and NWRA educational material—a value of $375.  This is a member’s only award.  Please refer to grant poli-
cies at www.owra/grants.org for more information or email grants@owra.org with questions.     

Betty Ross Education Scholarship 

Proceeds from OWRA’s Annual Conference Raffle are placed into a grant fund to provide educational opportunities for persons involved in 
wildlife rehabilitation and education.  OWRA subsidizes this fund with money received from the Ohio Division of Wildlife’s Wildlife Diversity 

Grant and proceeds received from participation in Earth Share of Ohio. 

Available Resources! 

Volunteer at Conference and Receive a Discount on Your Conference Fee! 
This conference could not be made possible without many volunteer hours during the conference.  Let us recognize you for your 
help!  Offer 3 or more volunteer hours during the conference and receive a $25 discount on your conference registration.  We 
are currently looking for assistance in the areas of: AV Technician, Room Moderator, Registration Table & More! 
Contact conference@owra.org for more details on how you can help! 
 

Volunteer opportunities will be available on a first come first served basis. 

2017 Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp 
Support of the 2017 ODW Wildlife Legacy Stamp assists in all efforts 
that collectively support public outreach to promote a better understanding 
of the relationships between wildlife, 
habitat and people.  During OWRA’s 
Annual Conference, your $15 pur-
chase of the 2017 Ohio Wildlife 
Legacy Stamp will not only support 
the Ohio Division of Wildlife, but a 
portion of the proceeds will provide 
assistance to OWRA’s mission as 
well.  Be sure to mark your interest to 
purchase your stamp on your registra-
tion form! 

If you would like to donate to the 
free table please bring useful items 

for rehabilitators, especially those 
who are new and starting out. 

 
Things to consider: 

• Needles and syringes should be in sterile 
packages. 

• Bandaging items should be boxed, in clean con-
tainers and not loose. 

• Do not bring in human surgical supplies (i.e. sur-
gery packs), etc. or expired food items. 

 
If you have any questions concerning your donations, 
please call Laura at lcollins@owra.org.   

Thank you to our 2017 Conference Sponsors 

mailto:grants@owra.org
http://www.owra/grants.org
mailto:grants@owra.org
mailto:www.conference@owra.org
mailto:lcollins@owra.org


 

 

2017 OWRA Conference Registration Form        
Please complete and return this form with your check or money order to: 

OWRA Conference, 101 Howard Ave., Worthington, OH 43085 .  Checks should be made payable to OWRA. 

Name_______________________________________________________________   
 
Address _____________________________________________________________                         

City __________________________________________ State__________________                       

Zip _________________County__________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________Email ____________________________________________________________                            
 (needed for confirmation) 

Organization/School _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions: None      Vegetarian       Other (Specify) _______________________________ 

YES!  I would like to support the Ohio Division of Wildlife & OWRA with my purchase of a 2017 legacy stamp:  ________   

 *Payment is not included at this time—to be provided at time of pick-up via cash or check. 

Fees are discounted for members and students with funds from the Ohio Division of Wildlife and EarthShare Ohio. 
Please note that these fees cover OWRA’s cost of providing meals and workshop materials.  

          Rate   Total 

 Conference Fee    Member1 ………………........................ $125          

 Non-Member……………………............ $150      

 Student (full time with valid ID)2  .….. $115  $ _________  
 Workshops3 

 ______ Introduction to Wildlife Rehabilitation (lunch provided)    

                                 With conference ....………………..  $ 35    
     Without Conference……………….  $ 50  $ _________ 
  
 ______ Rabies Vector Species Training 
     With Conference…………………..  $ 30   
     Without Conference………………  $ 45  $ _________ 
 ______ Project Learning Tree 
     Member..………………………..…….  $ 35   
     Non-Member………………….……...  $ 45  $ _________ 
 ______ Animal Behavior & Training 
     Member………………………………..  $ 45   
     Non-Member………………………….  $ 65  $ _________ 
 ______ Fluid Therapy  
     Member………………………………..  $ 25  
     Non-Member………………………….  $ 30  $ _________ 
 ______  Microscopy Basics  
     Member………………………………..  $ 20   
     Non-Member………………………….  $ 25  $ _________ 
  
 ______  Friday lunch…………………………………………………………..  $ 20  $ _________ 

______ Banquet ONLY……………………………………………………….  $ 50  $ _________ 

              Total Payment Due   (include check payable to OWRA)                     $ _________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 One registration at member rate is granted to each membership (individual or organizational).   
2 If utilizing student rate, please identify the school in the appropriate area above.  Full-time with valid ID. 
3 Paid workshops may be attended separate from the conference. 

Registration Policies 

Registration includes participation in sessions, handouts, and meals.  Meals include Saturday breakfast, lunch, and dinner; Sunday break-
fast; and Friday lunch for those participating in all-day pre-conference workshops.  A lunch option is available for those attending half-day 
workshops.  Participants pay the above fees whether or not they will utilize all services or attend all sessions offered.   

Children under the age of 12 are discouraged.  Children under age 18 must be accompanied by a paying adult and pay the student fee. 

Cancellations received in writing on or before October 31 will be honored.  Cancellations received after that date will not be entitled to a re-
fund.  Registrants will receive confirmation via email.  

Contact  Manon VanSchoyck at 740-967-8320 or conference@owra.org with general conference questions or registration@owra.org with 
questions pertaining to registration. 

You can check available space 
for limited capacity workshops 

and  register online at 
www.owra.org/events 



 

 

Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association 
5995 Horseshoe Bend Rd 
Troy, OH 45373 

Dated Material  
Please Deliver Promptly 

 

OWRA Conference 2017 
“Founders to Future” 

 

Join us at the Cherry Valley Lodge in Newark to learn, share, network,  
catch up with old friends and meet new ones! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The mission of the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association is to promote wildlife conservation by providing re-
sources to wildlife rehabilitators, educators and the community. 

please open immediately  - owra conference registration enclosed 

Return Service Requested 


